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DIRECTOR’S TRAIL
Anne Derber, Chief Executive

The fall colors are turning,
like a painter splashing
their paint brush randomly
on the trees. Soon we will
be fully engulfed in brilliant
reds, yellows and oranges!
This is one of my favorite
seasons.
This is also the time of
year when we reflect on
the powerful impact of all
our programs such as the
largest outpost program
ever, a full summer camp,
a growing family camp, and
leadership groups both
new and returning. We are
grateful for the opportunity to serve so many youth, young
adults and families. Manito-wish is successful because of our
powerful mission and vision to guide us, the strength of over
300 seasonal staff to lead our participants, and the support
of our board and alums. Thank you!

of the strength and opportunity provided to young women
over the years through a Manito-wish experience. We look
forward to many more years!
Also in August, we welcomed Jeff Pereles as our new
Development Director. Jeff brings a wealth of experience
as a Manito-wish camper, staff and former board member.
Deeply familiar with the history and traditions of this great
organization, Jeff, Beth Rondello and I look forward to
providing excellent stewardship of your time, talent and
treasure. We will continue to work to secure Camp’s future as
we prepare for our second century.
Early plans are underway for the 100th anniversary! Please
mark your calendars for Labor Day Weekend, 2018. The
dates are Friday, August 31- Sunday, September 2, 2018.
Stay tuned for details.
Thank you for your continued support and come visit us this
fall and winter!

In August, we celebrated 75 years of Girls Camp. The energy
and generations represented was a wonderful reflection

The Tripper is the newsletter for alumni, friends, staff and campers of Camp Manito-wish YMCA, Published bi-annually, spring and fall.
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We mail only one Tripper to per household. Please update address information for Manito-wish alumni who have moved from your address. Thank you.
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Memorial Day Work Weekend

Calendar
September

		• Leadership Program sessions in progress
23 – 25
• Father/Son Weekend Session

October

		• Leadership Program sessions in progress
		• 2017 camper recruitment events
		
see website for event details
31		 • Summer Camp and Outpost Programs:
		
Register by this date to participate in the Referral
		
Program and receive the limited edition 2017 early
		
enrollment sweatshirt

November

		• Leadership Program sessions in progress
		• 2017 camper recruitment events
		
see website for event details
11 – 12
• Board of Directors meeting, Milwaukee Athletic Club
12		 • Alumni Event - Annual Dinner, Milwaukee Athletic Club

Manito-wish Gatherings

It’s always been the mission of Camp Manito-wish YMCA to bring people
together – and that includes group events. We are the ideal place to meet
and retreat for family and friends, or for any school, community organization.
Manito-wish will provide the perfect rendezvous – for any size group, in any
season of the year. For more information visit manito-wish.org/gatherings or
contact Camp at (715) 385-2312.

2017 Save the Date
May, 2017
26 – 29

• Memorial Day Work Weekend

August, 2017

5		 • Fires of Friendship Circle Event, Red Crown Lodge

2018 Save the Date
August/September, 2018

31 - 2 		
		

• Camp Manito-wish YMCA 100th Anniversary
Celebration

3

OPERATIONS

Grant Herman, Operations Director

This year Camp Manito-wish undertook the task of implementing the first year of the Environmental
Stewardship Initiative. The initiative, as instituted by the Board of Directors, states:
“One of the characteristics of a Manito-wish leader is the intentional stewardship of our natural environment.
A Camp Manito-wish environmental steward is a person who cares for the natural world to the benefit of
our current and future generations.”
Inspired by these words, the staff has undertaken the process of reviewing our Manito-wish “performance” as measured
by the general tenets of becoming a more environmentally sustainable organization. We are reviewing the data that a given
environmental area is producing or establishing criteria for environmental goals to be measured. The following are the areas
under review:
• energy use, waste and reduction
• waste stream analysis and reduction including recycling,
reuse and creating closed loops for self-processing
• water use patterns and impacts on ground water
and quality
• office systems including purchasing patterns of all
office supplies
• purchasing within program centers to assess the social
and environmental impacts of those purchases
• what cultural sustainability looks like for the employees
of Manito-wish
Highlights for this year are:
• installation of water monitors on camp grounds
• installation of hundreds of LED bulbs to reduce electricity
costs and impact
• composting all Nash napkins with manure by the horse
barn
• improved heating systems in new winterized buildings
when constructed
• implementation of the first stages of the forestry stewardship plan

2016-17 Green Team by horse-inspired compost!

Additionally, in an effort to understand what camps across the country have undertaken in order to shrink their ecological
footprint while maximizing their positive impact on campers, Manito-wish has engaged the Green Camps Initiative (GCI). GCI will
be visiting camp in October to help the staff prepare for an “environmental audit” and eventual certification.
The Environmental Stewardship efforts are being shepherded by the newly minted “Green Team”, which is a group of employees
who are taking on the task of exploring and improving these Manito-wish pathways.
We have received generous donations from Manito-wish alums, which will support the operational investments of the
Environmental Initiative. Stay tuned for further updates in future Trippers!
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LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

Mark Zanoni, Leadership Program Outreach Director
Alex Black, Leadership Program Director

This summer saw the continuation of many partnerships with like-minded groups. As an
example, we worked with students from Milwaukee’s Urban Ecology Center and the Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction. We also completed the 5th and final year of our program with
a group of students from Bruce Guadalupe Middle School in Milwaukee, which was capped off
by a backpacking trip in the Porcupine Mountains.
We worked with a record number of 250 participants from the Schuler Scholar Program. In order
to accommodate all of their students, Manito-wish partnered with Camp Jorn YMCA for use
of its facilities. The scholars from Waukegan High School became the first from their group to
experience a Manito-wish leadership program away from the shores of Boulder Lake.
We finished up our summer season in August with 250 students from The Prairie School in
Racine, WI, who, depending on their grade level, went through the leadership program experience
at Camp or went on a backpacking, canoeing or kayaking trip as a kick off their school year.
We are very excited about several new partnerships. One of these is the new Cristo Rey Milwaukee High School in West Milwaukee,
which began with an inaugural group of 30 students, who participated in a leadership program over the Labor Day weekend.
We look forward to a growing relationship with this great organization. Another new relationship is with the House of Refuge
Ministries in Milwaukee that will be bringing 50 youth and adults here for a program and retreat in late October. This connection
is our first from a past participant—in this case a graduate of Carmen School of Science and Technology in Milwaukee.
Through our Exploration-U partnership with UW La Crosse, nine teachers completed a seven day backpacking trip in the Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore in the Michigan Upper Peninsula. We are currently planning for the next phase of this partnership which
will involve an expanded array of classes on experiential and adventure education. For more information about Exploration-U
partnerships visit: http://www.exploration-u.org.
We continue to make connections with many new programs, and we will be participating in events hosted by the Global Youth
Leadership Institute and The Association for Experiential Education. Also, be on the lookout for information on the 4th Annual
Youth Leadership Summit that Manito-wish will be hosting again as a pre-conference in partnership with the Association for
Experiential Education’s Heartland Regional Conference. This year the event will be back in Wisconsin at Upham Woods 4H Camp
in Wisconsin Dells.
For more information on the Manito-wish Leadership Program, contact Leadership Program Outreach Director, Mark Zanoni at: mark.zanoni@
manito-wish.org or (715) 385-9270 ext. 234, or Alex Black, Leadership Program Director at alex.black@manito-wish.org or (715) 385-9270 ext. 255

OUTPOST PROGRAM

Paul Lovaas, Wilderness Program Director

The summer of 2016 was a summer of “firsts” for our tripping programs at Camp Manito-wish
in many exciting and challenging respects. It has been a summer of pioneering trips across all
three of our programs, and I am happy to report that these new and challenging endeavors were
embraced by our committed trail staff. Our staffs’ dedication and our campers’ determination
in the face of novel challenges on the trail this year laid the groundwork for a healthy and
heartening culture of exploration while in Camp and on trail.
The highlights from our tripping programs this summer were the successful return of the Outpost Program’s
Lake Nipigon trips. Lake Nipigon is in the Canadian province of Ontario. Four trip groups returned to Camp
after 14 days on the water with rewarding tales of a pristine and remote wilderness and gorgeous photos.
As a result, we are preparing to support more sea kayaking trips to Lake Nipigon next year.
All of the “firsts” at Camp Manito-wish this summer have been complemented, of course, by our 98-year
legacy and long-standing traditions. As I write this report at the end of another safe and successful season,
I feel a profound sense of gratitude and appreciation for all the leaders who came before me and the
systems that they established and ingrained in our culture at Manito-wish.
I am looking forward to next summer already as we continue in our traditions with a renewed focus on
exploration.
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SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM
Tracy Watson, Summer Camp Program Director

This summer over 800 campers ventured through the northwoods. While participating in program activities,
they had the opportunity to experience individual growth, feel a sense of belonging, and had the time of
their lives. The time spent exploring the natural beauty of this incredible environment, nature’s greatest
classroom, allowed our campers to discover that each individual is an important team member and plays a
role in the success of the trip. Campers learned about “Type-2 Fun”. Type-2 Fun is derived from those hard
moments, when we need to power through it together, and inevitably while sitting around the campsite that
night, the group sees the joy of those tough moments that they got through together.
During their time in-camp, our campers continued to develop their community and build new skills. They
gained confidence and pride in what they were accomplishing while learning to ride a horse, shooting a
shotgun for the first time, or learning to throw clay on the pottery wheel. Gathering around the tables in
Nash Lodge, for a meal, campers shared stories, built community, and debriefed their day with their cabinmates. Everyday, through sharing these experiences together, their friendships grew even deeper.

FAMILY CAMP PROGRAM
From August 14-19, 2016, over 30 families, which totaled 136 adults and kids, traveled to the northwoods
to unplug from electronics, enjoy the great outdoors, and grow closer together.
Favorite activities included: singing, Wells Fargo, guided family overnight canoe trips, Camp Show and
Paul Bunyan Day. Families lived in the cabins, ate in Nash Lodge, and ventured to program areas including:
horses, rifles, archery, tennis, crafts, nature, sailing, and swimming.
A family camp participant mentioned that, “Family Camp allows for no screen time, enjoying outdoor
activities together, and the environment is loving and support of all families”. As one child said, “Usually I
am very shy, but now I feel as though I can talk to anyone!”
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ARE YOU READY FOR SUMMER CAMP 2017?
REGISTER BY 10/31/2016 AND YOU WILL RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING:
• A limited edition 2017 Camp Manito-wish YMCA sweatshirt.
• The opportunity to participate in our referral program. For each camper
you recruit to enroll in a Camp Manito-wish YMCA Summer Camp or Outpost
Program by January 31, 2017 you and the recruited camper will receive a
$100 credit to be applied towards camp fees or transportation.
• Families can earn up to $500 in credit per registered camper. Recruited
camper(s) must enroll by January 31, 2017.
• Camp staff will team up with you to host a recruiting event in your hometown.
You will also have the opportunity to lock in a date between now and
January 31 to have Manito-wish staff come to the place of your choice
(home, school, library, coffee shop etc.) to help with a recruiting event for
your friends and neighbors.
Our goal is to work together with you to provide this experience for your child. If payment plans can make this happen, we stand
ready to customize a plan with you. Camperships provide financial assistance for a Manito-wish experience. Camperships are
funded through our Endowment & Annual Fund Drive by generous donors who believe strongly in the Manito-wish program, and
the influence it has had in their lives. They want to ensure that as many young people as possible benefit from the experience in the
ways they have. Please contact us at camp@manito-wish.org, or (715) 385-2312 for payment plan arrangements and Campership
requests. We are happy to help you in any way we can.

We want to see YOU at the 100th!
The year 2018 marks the
100th Anniversary of
Camp Manito-wish YMCA.
Please mark your calendar and save the dates to return
to Camp on August 31, September 1 & 2, 2018.
Watch for updates in the Tripper, Facebook,
email and snail mail.

2016/2017 Manito-wish Information Event - Hosts needed

WHAT DO WE NEED YOU TO DO?

The MOST important thing that you and your family can do to help Camp as hosts is to invite your friends, neighbors,
and family to come and learn about Manito-wish programs AND how Manito-wish has impacted your family. Hosting a
Camp Manito-wish YMCA event is important because:
• You can share the value of a Manito-wish experience and what it has meant to you and your family.
• Telling your story is the best way to promote Camp Manito-wish YMCA.
We are excited to help you create a casual event to share the Manito-wish story. Camp staff look forward to working
with you and coming to your community! Please contact Cindy Brill at (715) 385-2312 or cindy.brill@manito-wish.org.
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PROPERTY UPDATE

Tim Sheehan, Property Manager

Forestry Plan
As an integral part of our Environmental Stewardship Initiative, Manito-wish engaged a local DNR
Forester, Paul Stearns, to support in evaluating and assisting in the formulation of a Forest Stewardship
Plan. Paul spent many days in the forest walking Camp’s various properties and gathering information
and data to help develop a long-range forestry management plan. The following goals were developed
to help measure the plan’s success:
• Sustainably manage the forest resource by promoting forest health, maintaining biological diversity, and
enhancing aesthetics.
• Identify and remove hazard trees; therefore, increasing the safety and protection of the camp community
and facilities.
• Promote and implement concepts which reduce the potential damage to the property, facilities, and to
our constituents from wildfires through the participation in the Firewise Community program.

To implement the Forestry Stewardship Plan, a synthesized
summary and management timeline was created. Annual
objectives include:
• A hazard tree evaluation identifying dangerous trees needing
removal near camp buildings, roads and trails.
• The monitoring and removal of invasive species found on
the property.
• The firewood harvesting of camp’s pine and oak stands.

Manito-wish’s Boulder Lake property has been broken
into individual stands to facilitate the creation of a longterm forest management plan which can be sequentially
implemented over the next ten years.
This summer over 750 trees were planted by campers, alumni,
and volunteers alike. Thank you to all the tree planters! This
practice is planned to continue on an annual basis to help
ensure the woodlands of Manito-wish remain majestic for centuries to come.

existing forest
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regeneration forest

New Projects
The demolition of old Norway Cabin, the Far North Washhouse and the small garage across from the old maintenance
shop took place in early September in preparation for the construction of a new Norway Cabin and a new Far North
Washhouse. We are excited to watch the progress as these two state of the art buildings become a reality.

The “New” Far North Wash House

Caring for Our Facilities
The property team, along with many outside contractors, works very hard and diligently to maintain Camp’s buildings
and grounds in an effort to support our year-around programming schedule and to provide a safe and well-maintained
environment for our participants. A big “shout out” goes to all of the Property Team and to our local contractors for
keeping this place operational as Camp use and needs continue to grow. We couldn’t do it without you - thank you.
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MEET THE “NEW/OLD” GUY

Jeff Pereles, Development Director

I am happy to have joined the staff of Camp Manito-wish YMCA as the Development
Director. My first day was August 1st just prior to the celebration of the 75th anniversary
of Girls Camp. I guess that my first day was not really August 1st but July of 1975,
as a boys II near south camper. I spent the next four years progressing through the
in-camp program. I worked boys II of 1979 as “boatman” before going on my Pioneer
during girls camp and then finished my outpost adventures on a Canuck in 1980. In
1981, I took a one-year hiatus from Manito-wish and spent
the summer biking through Ireland and Great Britain for nine
weeks with a fellow alumnus, my sister. I returned in 1982
as a counselor, then sectional for two years before becoming
Program Director in 1985. I joined the board in 2004 and was
Board President from 2010-2012. As you can see, Manitowish has been transforming my life for over 41 years; so when
the position became available for the Development Director,
my wife Lisa and I talked, and with her support I jumped at
the opportunity to interview for the position. Thus I am the
“New/Old” guy.
Development at Manito-wish is in high gear. The annual fund
drive, alumni outreach, and major gift projects, keep Anne
Derber, Beth Rondello, the staff, and me going at full speed.

Mission:

To enrich the character and leadership development of each person who has a Manito-wish experience by challenging them to grow in
wisdom, in stature, in favor with God, and in favor with one another.

Vision:

The Manito-wish experience develops confident, responsible, and enlightened leaders who will improve the world in which they live.
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DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
Annual Fund Drive
We are celebrating, thanks to our wonderful alumni, the 2016 annual fund
drive, who have contributed $458,833 to date. For a second year a challenge
was put forth to the summer seasonal staff to participate in the annual fund
drive. If 105 of the staff donated the challenge would be met. A total of 140
seasonal staff members contributed which resulted in a pie in the face of Anne
Derber, Chief Executive and Guy Roe, Board President (see pictures). Thanks to
the generosity of the summer staff - two matching gifts from family members
of staff, and one matching gift from a former staff member - the total amount
raised to date totals $8,764.
The annual fund drive is a vital component of the operating budget and
represents 10%-12% of our budget. This last summer $294,364 of the
$361,933 or 80% of the campership/leadership financial assistance funds came from the annual fund drive. A total
of 159 camperships/ leadership financial assistance grants of various sizes were granted in the in-camp, outpost
and leadership programs.
The 2017 annual fund drive will kick off November 1st.

Alumni Outreach

In 2016 we held seven alumni events in Milwaukee, Chicago, Winnetka, and Naples, Florida. Our alumni household base
is over 15,000 and growing each year. In 2017 we will continue reaching out to our alumni, provide opportunities to
meet other Manito-wish alumni, and share stories. To host an alumni event, email Beth Rondello, Director of Annual
Giving and Alumni Engagement at beth.rondello@manitowish.org.

Major Gifts

Thanks to the generosity of Dr. and Mrs. James A. Groh, the Robert C. Buchanan Family, Harold W. Wilkie, the Estate
of John C. Zimmerman and three anonymous donors, we are in the process of replacing Norway Cabin and the Far
North Washhouse.
Manito-wish has established the Fires of Friendship Circle to recognize individuals who have included Camp Manitowish in their estate plans for any purpose or who have made an outright gift of $10,000 or greater to the Endowment
Fund. Our endowment as of our audit for year ending October 31, 2015 totals $5,817,589. As mentioned on page
14, the Fires of Friendship Circle celebration page of the Tripper, we added seven new members to the Fires of
Friendship Circle.
If you would like to find out more information on Manito-wish’s development activities please email Anne Derber
(anne.derber@manito-wish.org), Beth Rondello (beth.rondello@manito-wish.org) or myself (jeff.pereles@manito-wish.org)
or call us at (715) 385-2312.
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The Fires of Friendship Circle celebration was held at the Chippewa
Retreat Resort in Manitowish Waters, Wisconsin on August 4th, 2016.
It was a beautiful northwoods evening amongst the pines on Lake
Manitowish and a great way to kick-off the 75th anniversary of girls
camp weekend.

Ca

FIRES OF FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

Scott Nagle & Jean Nowlan, Manito-wish alumni, were guest speakers.
Scott & Jean met at Camp while on staff and are celebrating their 20th
wedding anniversary. Here are a few excerpts from Scott & Jean’s
speech:
“This year is a big year for us. It’s our 20th wedding anniversary. Through the years, we’ve
watched a few other couples hit this milestone. We could have done a big get-away. But
sometime in spring 2015 we decided to give Camp a gift, that for us was substantial. In our
fast paced and busy life filled with deadlines and growing boy milestones, our way to slow
down is to honor each other by honoring the rock in our life, Manito-wish.”
“Being on the trail is the core Manito-wish experience. Life is simplified in many ways – and
more challenging in others. There are very few situations in today’s multitasking culture for
kids to have the space to experience profound “single-tasking” – being immediately present in
their surroundings and with their small trip group.”
“Which brings us here, our 20th anniversary as a couple and the 75th anniversary of Girls Camp.
All of you are here because of your own Manito-wish experiences and stories. You recognize
the importance and uniqueness of what Manito-wish does and have donated your time and
resources to help ensure that this organization can extend its reach and continue to provide
life-changing experiences for young people.”
We also welcomed seven new members to the Fires of Friendship Circle including Scott &
Jean. The other recipients were: Katharine Banzhaf, Cathleen & Bruce Berglund, Bob Boucher,
Sandra Post Goggin, Harold Wilkie, and Elizabeth Ziegler. Congratulations to all!

Guy and Katie (Vickerstaff) Roe, Brenda (Halvorsen) Koprowski
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Janice (Powles) Levy, Jean Nowlan, Heather (Asad) McPhilliamy

75

Camp Manito-wish YMCA

th

Anniversary of

GIRLS CAMP
1941
2016

Celebrating
75 Years of Girls Camp!
1941-2016
Brenda (Halvorsen) Koprowski,
75 Anniversary Steering Committee Volunteer
th

Seventy-five years of camping memories provided the backdrop for the special
Camp Manito-wish YMCA girls camp celebration August 5-7, 2016! Alums
from the first girls session of 1941 to the present gathered to share stories, to
renew friendships, and to enjoy new Manito-wish experiences with the current
campers and staff. Beginning with the beautiful Friday night welcome event at
the Red Crown Lodge, continuing with all-day events at Camp on Saturday, and
ending with Sunday Chapel, attendees experienced a truly special weekend.
From the craft shop to the waterfront, from the camp tours to the cabin visits,
from the song fests to the Paddle-in, from the generational gatherings at
Hamilton to the historical collections at the Michler Heritage Center, from the
picnic to the banquet – happy sounds filled Camp and Nash Lodge! The quiet
reflections of Vespers in Nash Lodge offered a special closure to the celebration
Saturday. With “Break Out the Oars” echoing through the woods, Manitowishers departed with happy memories and anticipation of the 100th Celebration!
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Red Crown Lodge

16

Saturday at Camp

17

Sunday Chapel
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A L U M N I U P D AT E S
b i r t h s

Sarah Hale Keuseman and Kristopher
Keuseman, a son, August Edward Hale
Keuseman (Gus) on July 24, 2015. Brother
Oliver along with Camp alum family members
celebrating the arrival of Gus include Jack,
Susan and Melissa Hale, Tom Hale, Jr., Jean
(Hale) Johnson, along with many aunts, uncles,
cousins from the Aggens, Raymond, Griffiths,
Jensen, Krause, Rodd and Riter families. The
family resides in Cedar Rapids, IA.

Sara (Murphy) Oppler and Jason Oppler, a
son, Miles Kilbourne Oppler on November 27,
2015. Miles joins big sister Danika. The family
resides in Kirkland, WA.

Elizabeth Miller and Craig Miller, a son, Abram
Billings Miller on July 8, 2016. Camp alum family
members celebrating the arrival of Abram include
Sarah (Smith) Miller, David Smith, Jr., Margot
(Smith) Jain. The family resides in Madison, WI.

IN MEMORY OF

The Camp Manito-wish YMCA community joins in prayerful remembrance of friends and alumni who have passed away.
William Teweles, Summer Camp ’35-’38
Deane S. Jenkin, Staff ’36-’41, ’46
Richard M. Carey, Summer Camp ’40, Staff ’44, ’45, ’47-’50
Robert W. Dennis, Summer Camp ’40-’43, Staff ’50
Walter H. Bissell III, Sumer Camp ’41-’43, ’46, ’47, Outpost Canuck ’48
Hugh Teweles, Summer Camp ’41-’48, Staff ’49, ’52, ’53
Bonnie (Borkenhagen) Casey, Summer Camp ’45-’49
Marilyn (Davis) Ornst, Summer Camp ’47
Barbara Steinle, Summer Camp ’48
S. Michael Wilk, Summer Camp ’53-’55, Outpost Canuck ’56
Virginia (Lundeen) Luehrs, Staff ’54
Thomas R. Hastings, Summer Camp’68, ’69
Joellen (Powles) Torresanni, Summer Camp ’75, ’76, ’78, Staff ’85, ’86
Brian L. Rollo, Summer Camp ’82-’85, Outpost Pioneer ’86
Kathryn (Brown) Crisostomo, Summer Camp ’83, ’84
Thomas G. Ela, Family Camp ’95
Cody Frisch, Summer Camp ’95
Johnathon D. Luoma, Summer Camp ’04-’06, Father Son Weekend ’07
Georgann S. Belden, Camper parent, grandparent, Camp friend
Margaret Lovejoy, Camper parent, grandparent, Camp friend
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A L U M N I U P D AT E S
weddings
Loretta Allen & Jason Edes were married
at Todd and Peggy Allen’s Savage Hart
Farm in Hartford, VT on June 25, 2016.
Also in attendance were Manito-wish alum
Kate Allen, Julie Allen-Stamos, Tom
Stamos, Gayle Stamos, Dan and Sigrid
Dralle-Allen, Dan Schley, Barb Haig, Pete
Mitchell, Laurel Tyler, Isabel Bejarano,
Eileen Lambert, Rick and Jack Henshaw.
Loretta & Jason live in Portland, ME.

Miriam Brown &
Christopher Hoffman
were married in
Chicago, IL on
June 25, 2016.
Manito-wish alum
in attendance were
Timothy Schley,
Elizabeth Wagner,
Emily Lotz,
David Kordesh.
Miriam & Chris live
in Madison, WI.

20

Lisa Casper & Michael Dietrich were married in
Milwaukee, WI on August 5, 2016. Peter HumphreysLoving co-officiated the ceremony. Also in attendance
were Manito-wish alum Dean and C. Ann Dietrich,
Katie Dietrich-Curran, Sarah (Dietrich) Amrein, Will
Blom, Ryan Collopy, Jon Smucker, Alissa Ratzsch,
Nathan Humphreys-Loving, Brittany Pierpont,
Scott Stroud, Rick Monserud, Jason Loewi, Emily
Weber, Kelsey Bater Bantz, Dave May, Kelly Riordan,
Lindsey Wigdale. Mike & Lisa live in Milwaukee, WI.

Emily Weber & Jason Loewi were married on August 20, 2016
in Madison, WI. Manito-wish alum in attendance were Jay Loewi,
Lisa (Bourne) Yakulis, Andrew and Chris Weber, Helen
Loewi, Matt Loewi, Jen (Loewi) Hollett, Ryan Hollett, Julie
(Loewi), Jeffrey, Colt and Clay Allen, Jodi (Loewi) Brandser,
Eric Brandser, Walter, Londa (Jorgensen), Carleton and
Kristin Dewey, Julie Glenn, Lesley Etters, Krista Milliken,
Kelsey Bater Bantz, Will Blom, Sam Kruckenberg, Brittany
Pierpont, Nate Humphreys-Loving, Peter HumphreysLoving, Ryan Wagner, Adam Long, Chris Brown, Ben Mitzner,
Sam Rossmeisel, McKenna Style, Dan Chehayl, Mike Dietrich,
Kristin Hahn, Joe and Kenny Szulczewski. Emily & Jason live in
Madison, WI.

newsworthy
Eve Smallwood recently accepted the position
of Camp Director at Cincinnati Nature Center and
oversees all CincyNature Camps at Rowe Woods
and Long Branch Farm & Trails.

is a powerful body of water. I don’t hear people
talk about any other body of water the way they
talk about the lake, the way they feel about it,”
explains Blanchard. “Lake Superior is unique on
the planet. It is an inland sea; it makes its own
weather. Lake Superior makes you feel very small
and at the same time, very big,” adds Goeks. To
learn more about their experiences check out
their blog at http://superiorwomenexpedition.
weebly.com/.
Janet Heller published The Passover Surprise
(Fictive Press, 2015), a middle-grade fiction
chapter book for children. The Passover Surprise
includes details about early stages of the Civil
Rights Movement and Jewish soldiers’ experiences
during World War II. The book also portrays a
Jewish family celebrating Sabbath and Passover.
Janet has also published three poetry books, a
scholarly book, and the award-winning book for
kids about bullying, How the Moon Regained
Her Shape (Arbordale, 2006; rpt. 2012). Janet’s
website is http://www.Janetruthheller.com/

The 1996 Women’s Staff Expeditionary Canuck
celebrated a 20-year reunion this summer!
Pictured is Becky Mouw, Sarah Esso (Hendrick)
Grubb, Annie Aggens, Bitsy (Mueller) Wedin,
and Sarah Hale Keuseman. The rest of the
group joined us in spirit -- Alisoun (Davis)
Bertsch, Heidi Boehm, and Kim Schultz.
Through the Nature Program, Tracy Snyder, led
weekly mindfulness sessions at Manito-wish this
summer. Norway camper, Harper Grizzel, shared
this poem she wrote on what beauty is: I hear the
birds chirping in the sky. I see the leaves slowly
blowin’ by. I see the bursts of color all around
me. It makes me think how beautiful all the little
things in nature must be.

Michael McMenamin, John McMenamin, Will
Collins, and Bobby Miller paddled 36 miles
from Fort Randall Dam, SD to Running Water,
SD from August 26-28, 2016. All 36 miles are
part of the National Park Service and is named
the Missouri National Recreational River. Lewis
and Clark paddled this stretch of river on their
historic expedition.

Uma Blanchard, and Sophie Goeks, are the
youngest all-woman team to circumnavigate the
Lake Superior coastline in 90 days in kayaks.
From May 25 - August 20, 2016, Uma and Sophia
traveled 1200 miles. The lake captivated the
women years ago. “There is something magical
about Lake Superior. People who spend time
around the lake describe it as a spiritual place; it

After three seasons of working background for
the Netflix hit series House of Cards, Manitowish alumnus and Family Camp staffer Ian Brown
earned his first speaking role on the show. He
appears in Season 4, Episode 7 as Jeffery, a major
political donor. He credits years of performing at
the Camp Show for preparing him for this fun
opportunity.
In celebration of the 75th year of Girls Camp this
summer, Camp Manito-wish provided a canoe to
alumnus Julie Fix and her partner Seth as they
paddled the length of the Back River in Canada.
The couple designed and proposed the 55-day
citizen science expedition in partnership with the
Canadian education organization NatureWatch.
While paddling a Manito-wish canoe through the
expansive and remote bioregion of the Canadian
arctic, Julie and Seth collected data on local plant
phenology, average air and water temperature,
flow rate of the Back River, dissolved oxygen
content and pH level along with other variables
in order to help establish a scientific baseline for
future climate change study. The pair paddled
into Yellowknife on August 23rd with trail stories
to share with friends, and data to share with the
worldwide scientific community.
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VOLUNTEER THANK YOU
Thank you for everything you’ve done for Camp Manito-wish YMCA.
Thank you for taking action to make things happen that helped
change the life of a camper, staff member, a family, a student,
alumni. You make a difference in the Manito-wish community by
being ready, willing and able to help support Camp through these
volunteer activities at Camp and in your neighborhood:

• Alumni Gathering Host
• 75th Anniversary of Girls Camp
• Annual Fund Drive
• Birthday Card Club
• Board of Directors
• Camp Office
• International Camper Host
• Manito-wish Information Event Host
• Memorial Day Work Weekend
• Opening Days of Camp Sessions
• Older Wise Leaders (OWL); those behind the scenes
offering support, guidance and helping hands.
• Transition Week Staff

we want to hear from

YOU

Please send us information about your life updates and events.
Please include names, dates, and locations.
Photographs encouraged (300 dpi or better).
Have you moved? Please send us your new contact information.
Snail Mail:
		
		
Or email:
Or online:

Camp Manito-wish YMCA
P.O. Box 246
Boulder Junction, WI 54512
beth.rondello@manito-wish.org
www.manito-wish.org/alumni_directory select: Camp Alum

YOU are
always
welcome!
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Campers and alumni are welcome to bring their family and friends to alumni gatherings
and recruiting events held at Camp and in communities across the country. We are always
interested in hearing your Manito-wish story, sharing the latest news of Camp with you,
and meeting prospective campers. Watch for event notices in the Tripper, Facebook, email,
snail mail and at www.manito-wish.org. Be sure to visit Camp whenever you are in the
northwoods!

MEMORIAL DAY WORK WEEKEND
To the more than 200 volunteers at the 47th Memorial Day Work Weekend thank you so much for helping Camp! We are
always in need of hard-working, organized, thoughtful, caring, and fun volunteers. It’s only with the help of volunteers
such as yourself that Camp is prepared for our Summer Camp, Outpost, and Leadership summer sessions. You help in so
many ways, rain or shine. You are such an important part of our organization and we hope you know that. Thank you for
all you do for Manito-wish!
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Address Service Requested

Camp Manito-wish YMCA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization; donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
The Tripper may be found online on Camp’s website within two weeks of publication.
If you prefer to receive the Tripper via email, please send your request to beth.rondello@manito-wish.org. Thank you for helping to preserve our natural resources.

Photo: Nash Lodge set for Vespers for 75th Anniversary of Girls Camp; Ryan Stephens
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