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Director's Trail

Anne Derber, Chief Executive
I recently spent time with
our son who will soon be
graduating from college.
We engaged in dialogue
about his current world, his
prospects for a job and what
the next phase of his life was
going to be. An anxious time
for a graduate and for that
matter, parents as well.

It seems that life is about
transitions, having the
ability to understand your
surroundings, look at
options and even take risks.
As parents, we hope we have provided a strong foundation
for our kids and at best, they make decisions that are good
for them and provide for a promising future.

and leadership abilities of our participants. Camp is a time
of growth, creating a sense of wonder, making new friends,
having lots of fun, and experiences that will last a lifetime.
Camp grows its staff leaders as well; we welcome Dani
Engmark, wilderness program director, Collette Sorgel,
development director and Tim Sheehan, property manager.
We are thrilled to have a full-time staff in place and are
confident that the skills and talents in place will provide for
outstanding programs in 2014.
Finally, Camp as a 96 year old institution is making
transitions as well. Engaging our younger alums, taking care
of our facility, growing our annual fund drive and ensuring
Camp is well positioned with a strong endowment as we head
into our second century.
It is an exciting time for Camp. We look forward to serving
you this year and welcome you back to see Camp, smell the
pines and stand on the shores of Boulder Lake!

The view from my office window and as well as walking
through Camp, highlights for me that Camp continues to
foster a strong foundation that parents from all of our
programs look for and want to provide for their children. It
is an important partnership that increases the confidence

The Tripper is the newsletter for Alumni, Friends, Staff and Campers
of Camp Manito-wish YMCA. Published bi-annually, spring and fall.
Cover color printing donated by Dave Pryor, Quality Plus Printing, Inc.,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI. Thanks Dave!

CALENDAR

MAY 2014
May 24 - 26
JUNE 2014
June 16

JULY 2014
July 26
July 26 - 27
AUGUST 2014
August 14
August 17 - 22

• Memorial Day Work Weekend
• Leadership Sessions in process
• Summer Camp and Outpost Sessions begin
• Leadership Sessions in process
• Registration for 2015 begins this month
• Fires of Friendship Event - Red Crown Lodge
• Board of Directors Summer Meeting
• Leadership Sessions in process
• Summer Camp and Outpost Sessions end
• Family Camp Session
• Leadership Sessions in process

SEPTEMBER 2014
September 19 - 21 • Women’s Weekend
• Camper Recruitment events for 2015 begin
this month
• Leadership Sessions in process

Cover photo generously donated by Boulder Junction
resident Mike Crowley; he happened upon this scene of three
Manito-wish orange canoes while paddling the Manito-wish
River. Check out this and other incredibly beautiful photos
at www.facebook.com/lifeinthenorthwoods.

OCTOBER 2014
Friday, October 31
Summer Camp and Outpost programs:
Register by this day to participate in the Referral
Program and receive the limited edition 2015
sweatshirt
Leadership Sessions in process
Fall/Winter 2014
Whether you’re interested in hosting a family
reunion, weekend getaway, strengthening your
school, or holding a retreat for your community
organization, Manito-wish can provide the
perfect rendezvous - for any size group - just
contact us for more details and availability.
camp@manito-wish.org or 715.385.2312.

We would love to see you at Camp!
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Camp Manito-wish YMCA is committed to making quality
camping programs and facilities available to all. The Annual Fund
Drive helps advance the mission of Camp Manito-wish YMCA by
raising contributions to provide financial assistance to those in
need (camperships), enhance Camp programs, and sustain the
financial health of the organization. In 2013, over $ 300,000.00
supported scholarships to help kids get to summer camp, have
an outpost experience or participate in a leadership program.
In 2014, we expect campers to continue to require and receive
financial assistance at the same level as last year. Currently we
are at 70% of the 2014 goal with $ 133,000 remaining to fully
fund the annual campaign. Join Camp Manito-wish YMCA alumni
& friends in supporting the 2014 Annual Fund Drive and help
meet our goal. Donate online at www.manito-wish.org/donate,
or look for a pledge envelope in your mailbox soon or contact
Camp for other convenient giving options.

Welcome to your latest issue of the Tripper.
I’m Beth Rondello, Director of Annual Giving and Alumni
Engagement and Tripper editor. Our alumni and friends know we
like keeping the Tripper filled with information and photos about
what’s happening at Camp, alumni updates and what’s next! All
that and more is what you’ll find in the 2014 spring edition.
Generations of people tell us that the Manito-wish experience
is one of their most enduring and treasured memories. As you
scan the stories on the following pages, you’re sure to nod your
head and smile..and yes, feel the connection to your own Camp
experience.

All of us at Camp are deeply grateful to our alumni and friends
who help us provide a Manito-wish experience for generations
of campers. Whether it is your time, talent or treasure - thank
you for your passion and commitment to shaping the lives of
youth to become confident, responsible, and enlightened leaders
who will improve the world in which they live.
Be sure to visit us whenever you are in the area! We welcome the
opportunity to share your camp memories and show you Manitowish as it is today. While some of our facilities and activities may
have changed, you’ll discover that our mission and spirit are still
going and growing strong!

The Staff Recruitment Office has been thankfully very busy this
cold winter season. Andrew Benda and I have had the pleasure of
interviewing some incredible applicants who are very excited to
create the Manito-wish experience for our campers in 2014!
One of the best parts of recruiting for Manito-wish is hearing the
amazing stories of how Camp has shaped the lives of campers and
staff. It is a testament to our programming when we have Outpost
participants applying to work on staff because of their desire to
transfer their experience to a new camp generation. We are very
fortunate that our seasonal staff have done an outstanding job
referring new staff members by sharing their stories with friends
and colleagues. Staff referrals comprise the vast majority of our
outside applicants. Coupled with our incredibly high staff retention
rate, we are almost fully staffed for summer 2014!
Andrew and I love talking to applicants who, like us, can’t wait for
summer. We are inspired by what classes, clubs, and activities they
are doing during the school year to grow to become even better
mentors for our participants. What an incredible institution we
work for, where our staff spends nine months
preparing for three months in the Northwoods.
We all are very excited for the Camp staff of 2014!

See you at Camp! – McKayla Style
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We had been backpacking in the Brooks Range of Alaska for just under two weeks
by this point, having the experience of several river crossings under our belts. I
stepped back and listened as the group analyzed the clear blue water before us:
the access and exit were gradual slopes similar to what we had seen previously, we
could clearly see the rocky bottom of the whole crossing, the current of the water
was slower and the depth lower than what we had encountered before. As a group
we decided this river was safe for us to cross. I found myself feeling proud of how
much these young women had learned so far. We delved into planning the logistics
of safely moving to the other side when one of our participants turned to my coleader and I asking if they could lead us in the crossing instead of us leading them.
This moment stands out to me today as an example of how the Manito-wish
experience challenges individuals to grow. I speak to both the growth of campers as
well as the growth of our leaders. It was in this moment that I realized my co-leader
and I were not only in the process of fulfilling the Manito-wish Mission and Vision,
but that these young leaders were challenging their leaders to grow in the very same
way.
As I allowed myself to be led by my participants, my boots filled with arctic water
and soon we were safely on the other side. I thought of how this was just the
beginning of an incredible journey that would allow us to challenge each other to
grow in more ways than we could ever imagine.
This summer our campers, trip participants, and staff will be challenged to grow
in a multitude of ways. Whether it is trying a new program area, building a fire,
portaging a canoe, hiking a pass or trying a new teaching style, Manito-wish
provides experiences that develop confident, responsible and enlightened leaders.
The outpost program is thriving. We will be sending out at least eight Voyageur trips
(9 days), nineteen Intermediate trips (14 days), eleven Advanced trips (24 days) and
five Expeditionary trips (45 days). These trips go to some of the most remote places
in North America with vast and dramatic landscapes. With the aid of these incredible
surroundings, Outpost participants will learn and grow with the help of their leaders
who will be continuing their own professional development. I have no doubt that the
children and young adults who pass through our programs this summer will teach us
as staff as much as we will teach them.

Dani Engmark
Wilderness Program Director
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The client list
The breakfast club effect
Peter Humphreys-Loving

As a community of bums and fishes alike, we bond through
shared experiences. When you read an article in the Tripper
written by a fellow Manito-wisher, it is very possible that they
have paddled the very same lakes and streams that you have.
You may page through the coveted Astonisher calendar, and
when you look at the pictures closely you realize that you have
stood on that same mountain and taken in that same view. Our
physical bodies have hiked the same paths, sat in the same
dining hall, and portaged the same portages.
In some ways our minds have had similar experiences. A
camper in the 1970s and a camper in 2013 have that same
eureka moment when finding the secret to the J-stroke. Across
generations at Manito-wish, campers find that moment when
they find they are stronger than they were at the beginning of
the summer and it finally clicks that you can do way more than
you thought you could. For years campers and staff members
have driven away from camp and the first pangs of nostalgia
immediately kick in, and you proclaim that this may be one of
the best places on earth.
With that nostalgia comes another thought, “I don’t know how,
and I don’t know when, but my kids are going to Manito-wish.” It
is an experience that moved you so much that you can’t wait to
share it with the people in your life that you love. Staff members
and campers have been having this futuristic realization for
years and this Fall I finally got to say it. I am taking my kids to
camp. All of them.
In September 2013, I got to return to Manito-wish with the
9th, 10th, and 11th grade students from University Lake
School in Hartland, WI. I had worked with this group in the
past as a Manito-wish facilitator, but this was my first year
as the Leadership Teacher/Guidance Counselor for University
Lake School and a chaperone for the eagerly anticipated trip.
Every fall for the last several years, ULS has been sending their
students to work with Camp’s Leadership Program. One grade
goes on a backpacking trip to the Porcupine Mountains; another
group paddles the lakes of the Sylvania Wilderness, and a third
group stays in-camp for Leadership facilitation on the low and
high ropes course.
University Lake School’s constructivist, student-centered
learning allows for a focus on the outdoors and embraces the
philosophies of the outdoor classroom. Both Manito-wish and
ULS nurture the leadership development of their participants.
While the students come to camp primed with the language of
leadership, Manito-wish provides the opportunity to put those
ideas into action in a new setting.
It is, in part, the setting that allows for that individual growth
and group cohesiveness. For many students, this trip is their
first opportunity to wield a paddle or hike with a pack on. It
may be the first time being away from their parents for an
extended period of time. At school, the tenants of collaboration,
communication, and awareness are put to use on a daily basis.
To expand awareness and to grow as a leader, Manito-wish trips
challenge these students to apply what they know about group
dynamics and apply it in new circumstances. When collaborating
on a group project at school the consequences are not as
immediate as building a fire to cook dinner. A student may be
able to step up in a group and decide who is going to research
what and who is going to bring the poster board and markers

and who is making the power point. Those tasks are not as easy
to delegate when they become collecting fire wood, setting up
the tents, cooking dinner, and doing so in the rain. The tasks
and elements test the students in a completely different way.
Leadership development happens when a student realizes how
to apply their knowledge and past experience to new tasks or
to tasks they have never done before. A student may find that
in their new environment their skills that have served them so
well are not in dire need. They may find that they need to reach
out to someone else and amplify another’s abilities rather than
show case their own.
This integrated learning experience builds character, develops
awareness, and encourages the process of seeking solutions
to a myriad of different situations. This is exactly the kind of
education ULS strives for when equipping their students for the
future by not just teaching solutions, but exposing students to
the process of finding solutions.
It has always been a wonder to me that to bring a community
together it is best to remove them from the physical community
itself. When the familiar buildings and class schedule and routine
are taken away, you are just left with the people. Students
return to school understanding a bit more about themselves and
each other. The observable change is in their new cohesiveness.
The progress is in the slowing down and re-evaluation of tasks.
The progress is in seeing the students who have grown together
through shared experience, and knowing that they are that
much more prepared for the school year.

We want to hear from you! Please send us information
about your life updates and events. Please include
names, dates and locations. Photographs encouraged
(300 dpi or better). Have you moved? Please send us
your new contact information.
Snail Mail:		Camp Manito-wish YMCA

		P.O. Box 246
		Boulder Junction, WI 54512

Or email:		beth.rondello@manito-wish.org
Or online:		www.manito-wish.org/alumni_directory
		select: Camp Alum
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Snickers and
Serenity in
the Porcupine
Mountains
Hannah Dhanou

Laughter and energy bouncing off the mesh of our green Eureka A-frame tent, I pose one last question for the night to my group
of 5, “What are you looking forward to tomorrow?” As a leader, I relished the hour or so we spent chatting each night, all six of
us stuffed into one tent recapping our day and preparing for the next. It was in these moments that my participants expressed
how much they had grown both as individuals and as a group. Throughout our time together, each young woman had shared
such incredible insight, swapping stories of our hometowns and high schools, friends and family. We eventually circled back
to the question of what we were looking forward to for the next day. After four days of comfortable mileage—in the way that
backpacking is comfortable—tomorrow would be ten miles from the shore of Lake Superior back inland to Lake of the Clouds.
When we were going through our itinerary back at Camp before leaving trail, the general reaction was, “Ten? Well, okay!” I knew
that with four solid days on trail to strengthen both body and mind—as well as lighten our packs—ten miles would be long but
possible. We said one more goodnight before slipping into our sleeping bags, restoring ourselves for the ten miles ahead of us.
The next morning, the girls woke and began the seamless morning routine: take down tents, retrieve food from the bear hang,
boil water, start packing packs. This time of the morning was like a beautiful ballet of activity, nearly silent and elegant. Packs
packed and boots tied, we gathered in a circle to draw Angel Cards, each small card carrying a word: “Delight,” “Resilience,”
“Togetherness.” Each of the cards that morning were particularly appropriate, gearing us up for journey.
The first four miles were nearly flat along the lakeshore, taking us to Lone Rock, where we stopped for some peanut butter and
jelly—does it ever taste better than on trail? Three miles later we reached the road that runs through the park, which we would
follow for an hour to the lookout over Lake of the Clouds. The way up to the park road was steep, we deemed that section of the
trail “nature stairs,” each step carrying us up and up above Superior. Fatigue set in, bodies protested with weary legs and stiff
shoulders. “Ladies, time for a Snickers?” I inquired. Packs resting on the side of the trail, my participants relished the break from
the weight, devouring this bit of trail—and chocolate--magic. Energy restored, we pressed on to the Lake of the Clouds.
The view at the lookout was a fitting reward for the day’s work. As we caught our breath and soaked it all in, my participants
pointed out where we had been and where we were going. “Look how far we came!” “We were over there?!” “Yeah, we did it!” A
marvelous view has a way of erasing the body’s fatigue, of making the climb worth it. As we looked out over the Porkies, I was so
proud of each of them. That morning ten miles seemed like light years, but at the end of the day, squeezed into the A-frame, each
girl spoke of how proud she was of herself and of our group. Voices quieted as I read the night’s passage by Douglass Wood, “…But
why go through it? Why do I…why do I go through it?...to iron out the wrinkles in my soul”

2014 Manito-wish Information Event Hosts
We know that the greatest success in getting new families to sign up for a future Manito-wish program is getting someone they know
and trust to invite them to hear more details about what the Manito-wish program has to offer!! Thank you to these families for
supporting Camp Manito-wish as hosts by inviting your friends, neighbors and family to come and learn about Manito-wish programs
and for sharing how Manito-wish has impacted your family.
Ben & Carolyn Armstrong – Winnetka
Annemarie Banas – Madison
Annemarie Bilder & JoHan Den Boon – Madison
Jill & Tony Clopper - Greendale
Karin Danganan & Carrie Raeder - River Forest
Laura DeVries – Huntley
Karen & Joel Huffman – Mequon

Pam Muenzner – Boulder Junction
Jenny Pratt – Indianapolis
Sari Shein & Don Snellback – Wilmette
Lisa Stein – Evanston
Kelly and Brian Trapp - Barrington
Dan & Kate Walsh - Lake Forest
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THE WILDERNESS IS TEACHING US TO BE GRATEFUL Alex Leithen
We climb the final rise, startling two mountain goats, watching as they disappear over the ridgeline. Standing on the broad, boulder strewn
summit of Timberline Mountain the six of us soak up the scene we are graced with. In all directions are the glaciated peaks of Montana’s
Beartooth Mountains, dotted with emerald green lakes and the occasional snow field. We’ve worked hard to get to where we stand;
overcoming adversity, pushing our physical limits, and developing our character. On that summit, a camper eloquently states what we are all
feeling, “We finally get to the top, to catch our breath, only to have it immediately taken away by what we witness.”
These trips- backpacking the mountains, kayaking the oceans, canoeing the lakes- embody the Manito-wish experience at their very core.
The wilderness that we travel through is the greatest teacher and classroom one could imagine. We are humbled by the magnificence,
beauty, and power of the lands we sleep on. We learn how to adapt and be resourceful when maps are outdated, rivers impassable, and
communication difficult. Days on end of rain require optimism to stay sane while the abundance of wildlife keep us watching and wondering.
Being surrounded by such beauty, by an immense stillness, removed from civilization’s distractions facilitates self-discovery that is vital for
us to thrive.
Even more than that, and there is a lot more, the wilderness is teaching us to be grateful for and respect this Earth that is home. We fear
what we don’t understand. Spending 10, 14, 24, or 45 days living in vast wilderness instills an understanding of ourselves and how we fit
into the greater world. We preserve and protect what is important to us- what we understand- and in turn are nourished and enriched; a
true symbiotic relationship.
We leave the Beartooth Mountains forever changed. We may physically leave the
place, but part of us lives on in those mountains just as part of those mountains
live on within us. A sense of adventure and discovery is alive and well in the
Northwoods. Break out the oars, course set for Manito-wish!

LOG ROLLING AT THE PIER Erika Gotcher
In 2012 the Waterfront received a new piece of equipment: a Log Roll. Log rolling, though still
fairly unknown, is a growing sport in outdoor and camp communities. Since it was unknown to the
campers and involved standing out of the water on top of a giant, floating/spinning log - while
wearing only a swimsuit - presented an elevated risk for embarrassment in front of their peers. The
pier staff, both male and female, worked to provide an environment where everyone felt comfortable
regardless of body type, by displaying confidence in their own varying body types.
With proper instruction, positive role
modeling of Manito-wish staff, and a few
brave souls, log rolling quickly became a
camp-wide hit. Campers who previously
avoided the pier, came back again and
again to log roll because of the feeling
of empowerment they experienced when
they accomplished their self made goals of
rolling on the log for thirty, ten or maybe
even just two seconds.
In my years at Camp, I have seen so many
amazingly strong and talented women pass
through, not only on staff, but campers as well. I am proud to be one of the thousands of Manitowish women rolling our way into history since 1941. Camp is a place, not just to escape societal
pressures for a few weeks, but to create an environment that fosters self-confidence and self-worth
in children, regardless of gender, along with instilling them with life long character and leadership
values.
Author Bio: Erika Gotcher has worked at Camp Manito-wish for the last 5 years. She now lives in
Becket, MA where she is a Program Coordinator at Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA, at the Berkshire
Outdoor Center.

9

Alumni Updates
b i r t h s
Elizabeth (Betsy) Ziegler, a son, Charles
(Charlie) Joseph, on March 6, 2013. Camp
alum Peter Ziegler joins in welcoming Charlie.
The family resides in Evanston, IL.

Sarah (Hale) & Kristopher Kuesmann &
a son, Oliver Hale Keuseman, on May 4,
2013. Camp alum family members celebrating
the arrival of Oliver are grandparents, John
& Susan Hale, Aunt Melissa Hale and many
generations of alums from the Hale, Aggens,
Johnson, Raymond, Riter and Rodd families.
The family resides in Cedar Rapids, IA.
Jacqueline DeJean & Jody Dungey, a
daughter, Meadows Grace on June 23, 2013.
Celebrating the arrival of Meadows include
big brothers and sisters William, Camryn,
Myles, Willow and Caleb. The family resides
in Milwaukee, WI.

Melissa & Kelly Goetsch, a daughter,
Caroline Marie Goetsch, on January 29,
2014. Celebrating the arrival of Caroline
include alum family members grandfather
Brian Goetsch and uncles Adam, Peter
Goetsch, Aaron, Jared, Justin Eckardt.
The family resides in Wausau, WI.

Sarah Grube-Edwards & Keith Edwards,
a son, Connor Otis Edwards, on February
12, 2014. Celebrating the arrival of Connor
include alum family members Sharon & Bob
Bridges, Brian, Morgan & Ian Grube. The
family resides in Glen Fall, NY.

Karen Stanley & Brandt Christopherson
were married at Camp Manito-wish YMCA
in Boulder Junction, WI on September 28,
2013. Celebrating with Karen & Brandt
were alumni family and friends Barbara
Ekern, Erik & Hannah Brandt, Meg Casey,
Chase Christopherson, Julie Koenke, Jay
& Brooke Creagh, Ben Creagh, Anne &
Brian Derber, Mike Dietrich, Julia Ela, Nina
Emery, Jenny Emery, Barb & John Findley,
Beth Finseth, Joann George, Ellen & Phil
Halley, Laura Hanks, Anna Harmon, Maggie
Hoppe, Peter Humphreys-Loving, Pam
Ihlendfeldt, Jon Iltis, Becky Jirikowic, Matt
Leibfried, Rick Monserud, Mali & Sean
Moore, Amy Ondracek, Ellie Orbison, Drew
& Kristi Richmond, Andy & Mary Roe, Nelle
Rogers, Beth & Pete Rondello, Dianna
Schuenemann, Micah Stanley, Jamee &
John Stanley, Amanda Stelling, Gail Stirr,
Emily Stirr, Nell Holden & Craig Sweet,
Karmen Tornow, Ryan Wagner & Caila
Fredrick, Andrea Ward, Tracy Watson,
Ellen White, Michelle & Mark Zanoni.

weddings

Anne Black, a son, Connor, on June 26,
2013. The family resides in New York, NY.
Becky Mouw & Mark Bartell, a daughter,
Violetta, on August 9, 2013. The family
resides in Minong, WI.
Gayle Huntress & James McNaughton were
married in Shutesbury, Massachusetts, on
October 19, 2013. Many Huntress members
were in attendance including 1940’s Betsy
Huntress who read the Manito-wish dinner
prayer before the meal.

Jenny (Wilkin) & Jason Beale, a son,
Ross Mark Beale, on August 21, 2013.
Celebrating the arrival of Ross include big
brothers Owen & Gavin and uncle Ross
Wilkin. The family resides in Greensboro, NC.
Jennifer (Erdmann) & Thomas Hagie, a
son, Tomek John Hagie, on November 17,
2013. Celebrating the arrival of Tomek are
big brother Tirian and big sister Aralyn. The
family resides in Ixonia, WI.

Ashley Sheehan & Jim Rateike were married
in Lake Villa, Illinois, on April 13, 2013.
Celebrating with Ashley and Jim were alumni
family Tim, Josh, and Allison Sheehan,
Maia and Jenna Kent. The couple resides in
Stafford, VA.
Macaela Holmes
& James Fuller
were married in
Breckenridge,
Colorado, on August
10, 2013. Celebrating
with Macaela & James
were alumni family
Bill, James, James C.
and Stewart Holmes.
The couple resides in
Iowa City, IA.

Emily Spagnoli & Jon Pearce were married
at Dairymen’s Wolf Lake Lodge in Boulder
Junction on January 8, 2014. The couple
resides in Canada.
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Alumni Updates
in memory of
Richard C. Shannon, of Verona, WI,
passed away in 2007. He was on the
Board of Directors from 1964 -1977. He
is predeceased by his wife Ruth. His is
survived by his children William, Thomas,
Richard Shannon and Kathleen Shannon
Hertz, grandchildren Colleen, Michelle and
Ryan Shannon. His grandson Charles Hertz
passed away in 2011; he was a camper in
1989.
William “Bill” Bergstrom, of Neenah, WI,
died on June 9, 2012. He was a camper in
1967 and participated in an International
Youth trip in 1970. He is survived by his wife
Mary, and siblings John, Richard and Jennifer,
along with many extended family members.
Randall R. Gross, of Barrington, IL, died on
July 17, 2012. He was a camper parent and
supporter of Camp. He is survived by his wife
Karen and sons Christopher and Matthew.
Arthur “Kent” Rich, of Grayslake, IL, died
on September 3, 2012. Kent was a camper
in1945. He is survived by his wife Karen,
daughter Kathe Rich and son Kent Rich.
Alan R. Kidd, of Yorktown, VA passed away
September 14, 2012. He was a camper in
1946 & 1947. Survived by his wife Sue Kidd.
George Maze, of Peru, IL died December 30,
2012. He was a camper parent and supporter
of Camp. He is survived by his wife Nancy
Chadbourne Maze and sons William, Gregory
and Henry Maze. George was predeceased by
his son Robert Maze.
David Curtis Boyce, of Grand Rapids, MI
died on March 5, 2013. He was a camper in
1934. He is predeceased by his wife Betty
and sister Barbara Harvey. He is survived by
his son David Boyce and daughter Wyn Ellen
Handwerker.
D.C. “Clark” Everest, Jr., of Schofield,
WI passed away May 22, 2013. He was a
camper in 1933 & 1935.
John I. Hughes, of Hockessin, DE, died on
June 20, 2013. He was a camper in 1934,
1935 & 1936. He is survived by his wife
Catherine.
Janet Heald Simpson, of Redwood City, CA,
passed away on June 2, 2013. She was a
camper in 1948 & 1949. Janet is survived by
her husband Stewart.
William G. Tait, Sr., of Apple Valley, MN, died
July 6, 2013. He was a camper in 1951. He
is survived by his wife Judy and sons Bill, Jeff
and Brent.

Clayton Dickey, of Tucson, AZ, passed away
on July 26, 2013. Clayton was a camper from
1934 to 1939, on staff in 1940, 1941, 1942,
1946 & 1947 and a long time supporter of
Camp. He is survived by his wife Ann.
Margaret T. Houghton, of Bethel Park, PA,
died August 1, 2013. She was a Family Camp
participant in 1986 and a supporter of Camp.
She was predeceased by her husband Edward.
Kenneth Wood, of Madison WI, died on August
16, 2013. He was a camper 1955 to 1959. He
is survived by his siblings Levi and Amy.
Kathy Cauley-Auter, of Dousman, WI,
passed away August 22, 2013. She was a
participated in Family Camp in 2004. She is
survived by her children Cody, Bryan and Sean
and brother James.
Robert G. Hitt, of Sandy Springs, GA, died on
August 26, 2013. He was a friend of Camp.
He is survived by his wife Valeria, children
Carolyn, Roberta, John and William and
grandchildren Wesley, Alexander, Nicholas,
Spencer, David & Kirtley.
Richard “Dick” Dudley, of Wausau, WI, passed
away on August 27, 2013. Dick was a long
time supporter of Camp. He is predeceased
by his wife Eileen. He is survived by his wife
Nancy, daughter Ann and grandchildren Mary,
Margaret, Michael & Andrew.
John Jacobs, of Plymouth, MI, passed away
on October 5, 2013. John was a longtime
supporter of Camp. He is survived by his
wife Carolyn, children Jeff, Nancy and Linda,
grandchildren Scott & Amanda along with
many extended family members.
Peter F. Bemis, of Sheboygan, WI, died on
October 10, 2013. He was a supporter of
Camp. He is survived by his wife Susan, son
Jonathan and nieces and nephews.
Mary Jane “Jake” Browne, of Zion, IL, died
on October 23, 2013. She was on staff
from 1943 to 1951, Memorial Day Weekend
Volunteer and a longtime supporter of Camp.
She is predeceased by her husband Albert and
survived by her sons Rich and Len Browne,
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Luther Dearborn, Jr., of Glencoe, IL, passed
away on October 25, 2013. He was a camper
in 1947. He is survived by his wife Virginia,
son Robert and grandchild Margot.
William “Bill” Weh, of Fort Atkinson, WI,
passed away on November 6, 2013. Bill was
a longtime Camp volunteer, Memorial Day
Weekend Volunteer and supporter of Camp.
He is survived by his wife Carolyn and children
Robert Weh and Suzanne Rahn, grandchildren
and many friends from the Camp Manito-wish
community.
James Hesslink, of Milwaukee, WI, died on
November 27, 2013. He was on staff from
1960 to 1963. Survived by his wife Karen,
twin brother Jerry and sister Lynn Kusch.

William D. Lindsay II, of Springstead, WI,
died on December 2, 2013. He was a camper
in 1938, 1939 and 1940 and longtime
supporter of Camp. He is survived by his wife
Nola, daughter Eileen, grandchildren Forrest
and Claire and sister Constance Ann Remus.
Fredric “Fritz” Hildebrand, Sr., of Neenah,
WI, passed away on January 4, 2014. He
was a camper in 1947 & 1948 and served
on the Board of Directors from 1977 to
1982. He was predeceased by his wife Sara
and son William Hildebrand II. He is survived
by his children Fredric, Karl, Katharine and
grandchildren Henry, Charlie, Ben & Caroline.
Soren C. Kasperson, of Duluth, MN, died
on January 8, 2014. He was a Family Camp
participant from 1993 to 2000. He is
survived by his wife Amanda, and parents Jim
Kasperson & Marina Lachecki.
Holly Klotz, of Janesville, WI, died February
3, 2014. Holly was a camper parent and
sponsor of campers. She is survived by her
husband Bo and daughter Heather.
Fred K. Hall, of Inverness, IL, passed away
February 6, 2014. He was a friend of Camp
whose children and grandchildren attended
Camp. He is survived by his wife Maureen,
children Steven, Michael and Thomas and
grandchild Amanda.
Christopher Benton, of Richmond, IN,
died February 8, 2014. He was a camper
from 1945 to 1948. He is survived by his
wife Shirley and brother Chandler. He is
predeceased by his brother Edward Benton a
camper from 1946 to 1948.
Marion Gasper, of Boulder Junction, WI,
passed away February 21, 2014. She was on
staff 2007 & 2008. She was predeceased by
her husband Bill.
Clarence R. Alt, of Sarasota, FL, passed
away March 2, 2014. Clarence was a board
member from 1955 to 1965 and an honorary
board member from 1966 to 1981, a Fires of
Friendship member and a long time supporter
of Camp. He was predeceased by his wife
Beulah and survived by his children Mary
Ellen, John and Orrin Alt.
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Long time Manito-wish
camper Ryan Baranko
received his Eagle Scout
Award on November 9,
2013. The ceremony
brought many Manitowishers together,
including the Reeve,
Conlon, Hadcock,
Barron, Liebau,
Auchter, Lapcewich and
Wasserman families.
Ryan will be part of the 2014 Western
Backpacking trip in the Wind River Range in
Wyoming this summer!
Congratulations to Spencer Bonnie who
accepted a position to be the Director of
Achievement Gap Capacity Building and
Sustainability at YUSA.

Only three months
post a second
mastectomy for
re-occurrence of
breast cancer, Karen
Getzel summited Mt.
Kilimanjaro, 19,341
feet above sea level.
While a camper at
Camp Manito-wish
YMCA she went on
her first backpacking
trip to the Porcupine
Mountains.
Congratulations on
many levels Karen!
Congratulations to Kelly Goetsch for making
a difference in the community in which
he lives! Kelly Goetsch, Director, Product
Management at Oracle / Book Author at
O’Reilly Media was recognized by Daily
Herald Media as one of 20 professionals and
community leaders younger than 40 in the
Greater Wausau Area who are helping their
employers and their community thrive.
Janet Jeffcott was recently elected Mayor
of Manistique, Michigan. “I think that I am
Manistique’s second female mayor. More
importantly, every day I am thankful for
having had the Manito-wish experience.
Knowing how to be a confident, responsible,
and enlightened leader goes a long way in city
government.”

Lisa Dickson, Camper Parent shares: This
summer our son, Charlie Dickson, went on
the Outpost Pioneer trip to Quetico Provincial
Park in Canada. In August, we got together
with family friends to celebrate the birthday
of Ted Hasbrook. While at the party, Charlie
told Ted what he did this summer. To our
surprise, Ted told us that he too attended
Camp Manito-wish as a boy. One of Ted’s
best memories was the Canuck he went on 70
years ago! As it turns out, it is the same trip
that the Pioneer groups take today! Together
they recalled the same rivers and portages
that they had both traveled on. Ted
mentioned towns like Ely, Minnesota and of
course, Charlie had been there as well just
weeks before. Their stories were so similar
that it made us realize what Camp Manitowish offers truly stands the test of time. The
importance of character building, social and
outdoor skills, friendships, and appreciation of
nature and its beauty are as strong today as
they were 70 years ago at Camp Manito-wish.
Beginning in the spring of 2014, Paul
Eveland will hike the Appalachian Trail. He’s
on a personal life-changing quest to make a
difference in the lives of many, including his
own. Paul is to raise financial support and
awareness of Lake Christian Ministries. Paul
shared: Evidently you can take the boy out of
Manito-wish, but you can’t take Manito-wish
out of the boy!

Three generations of Lillydahl campers during
the 95th Celebration last summer. Left to
right...Anna Lillydahl, Viktor Gottlieb, Doug
Lillydahl, Mary Lillydahl, Matt Gottlieb,
Joe Pietrowiak and Lisa Pietrowiak.
Armin (Whitey) F. Luehrs,
Staff Alum, 1943-1947,
inducted to the YMCA Hall
of Fame in 2013. Whitey
has had a 41 ½ year career
with the YMCA as one of
the most highly recognized
camping specialists from
1948 to 1990. He was
considered legendary
by his peers during the
camping movement of
his time. “I shall always
be grateful to Camp
Manito-wish and its
director at that time,
Elmer F. Ott, for the
influential beginning
of a satisfactory and
rewarding career.”

Helsingborg, Sweden was the site of a
September 2013 reunion with Bo & Cyrene
Carlejung, their daughter Kerstin and Manitowish friends John & Joanne Powles. In the
mid-1980’s, under the leadership of Executive
Director Bob Telleen, Camp Manito-wish
participated in an international kayaking
program with the YMCA in Sweden. Homestays at the Carlejung’s presented Swedish
life to trip participants, Janice (Powles)
Levy, Diane Herman, and John D. Powles as
well as visitors, John & Joanne Powles.

While on a NOLS Scandinavian trip this past
summer, Steve Robitshek and Anne Raetz,
backpacked around northern Sweden and
Norway together. For 12 days, they shared
Manito-wish stories of the past and present.
The Schuler Scholar Program announced
that the Harvard Club of Chicago will
recognize SSP founder Jack Schuler as one
of two 2014 Annual Award winners. He was
selected in recognition of the Schuler Scholar
Program’s meaningful contributions to the
well-being of young people in the greater
Chicago area.

Please think of
Camp Manito-wish YMCA when
you shop on Amazon by going to

http://smile.amazon.com/

When asked to select the charity
you want to support just pick
Camp Manito-wish YMCA, Inc.
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