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direCtor’s trAiL

Anne derBer, eXeCUtiVe direCtor

The season is shifting.
The deer are returning to
the Summer Camp area,
reclaiming their space again.
We change gears now to focus on programs for schools,
youth serving agencies, and
families. Looking back, what
a terriﬁc summer season we
have had: campers from all
over the world; wilderness
travels in Alaska and three
other Western states, four
Canadian Provinces, two Great Lakes and, of course, the lakes
and rivers of Northern Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan.
There are many highlights from the summer including the
Advanced and Expeditionary level Outpost trip hike-/paddle-in
events where the returning trip participants are welcomed back
to camp by their families and friends and the entire Summer
Camp community. It is incredibly special to see the growth and
excitement of both the families and campers when they reunite
on the shores of Boulder Lake. At both events, over 100 family
and friends gathered to welcome the trips home.

Construction is now complete on the John F. Michler Heritage
Center. Along with Susanne Michler and many friends, we
dedicated the building on July 28th. Already, we have provided
many tours to alums. They appreciate the fact that between photos, brochures and viewing scanned pictures on the computer,
memories are rekindled and stories are retold—if the walls could
talk! We look forward to an evolving display of memorabilia and
further sharing of our history and heritage with campers, alums
and friends alike.
As we work toward the 100th anniversary in 2018, we are
excited to share our vision with the Manito-wish community
for securing the future as we head towards the second century.
Ensuring a strong ﬁnancial position and endowment, continuing
to provide strong programs, and keeping a facility that continues
to be top notch are the priorities. We hope you can join us next
year for our 95th Anniversary, August 2-3, 2013.
Enrollment for 2013 is underway with campers and families
looking forward to next year with many leadership and growth
opportunities available. Come see us anytime of the year! We
also look forward to visiting many communities in the coming
months.
Thank you for your support of this great organization!

We were also pleased to be able to serve seven different schools
this summer through the Schuler Scholar program. These Leadership Program participants also experience the trail and the
excitement of singing “Break out the Oars” when they see the
Trips House from across the bay. All in all, it has been a successful season developing conﬁdent and responsible leaders.

The cover photo:
New to Camp Manito-wish YMCA in late 2011 is the Manito-wish Passport. Every participant in
the Summer Camp program receives one when they arrive at Camp. In the passport, campers can
keep track of their progress in program areas, journal about their trail experience and capture
memories of their time at Manito-wish.

letters, article suggestions, or self-authored
articles of personal manito-wish experiences are
welcome. please forward to the Camp Office or
e-mail to: ellie.orbison@manito-wish.org
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Dedication of the John F. Michler
Heritage Center
Camp Manito-wish YMCA is proud to announce the dedication of the
John F. Michler Heritage Center on Saturday, July 28.
John F. Michler was a camper in 1952 - 1954. John also worked as
a staff member in 1959 and returned to camp as a board member
in 1972. He served on the Manito-wish Board of Directors from then
until his death in 2009.
John had a love of historical stories about events and people. He
was excited when he found a connection between a friend or colleague and Camp Manito-wish. He was extremely committed to the
campers and their experiences at Manito-wish; however, it was his
work in connecting the past to the future of the camp that is his
predominant legacy.
To honor Michler, Manito-wish dedicated the John F. Michler Heritage
Center at Camp Manito-wish YMCA. The Center will provide a location where the Camp’s history can be preserved and showcased in
a comfortable and accessible location. Very much like Michler’s
passion, the Center will provide an environment for connecting the
past, present and future of the camp.

Jeff Pereles & Susanne Michler
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“I’ ll Bake the Cake”

Reﬂections of Bob Telleen, Executive Director, 1973-1989
First canoe trip of the 1952 season. Excitement unbounded! Me, a chubby adolescent farm town boy from Western Illinois in a cabin of far more
experienced big city Milwaukee and Chicago boys, was apprehensive
whether he could measure up to these guys.
Second night on the trail. Menu called for Gingerbread cake. Counselor
asked who wanted to bake it. “Bakery?” scoffed George from Green Bay,
“Who knows how to bake? That’s women’s work!”
“Wait a moment,” stated Counselor Frew Brown, “We made out this menu
together and you guys chose the gingerbread. What mother do you see
standing around anxious to bake for us?”
Silence. Rueful glances among we chastened campers. Who was going to bake it? “I will,” I heard myself stating.
Whew - what a risk but if it comes out good, maybe I’ll be accepted into our cabin group.
Out came the aluminum reﬂector oven, gleaming clean with only a few scratches and pits ﬁlled with blackened ash
which had cleared the laser scrutiny of the Trips Director. A perfect position for the reﬂector oven at the side of the
cooking ﬁre, next to a large granite boulder, had obviously been created by previous Manito-wish campers. Cake
mix, fresh egg, lake water were smoothly mixed in the mid-size pot of the cook kit with the big spoon from the utensils
bag. The smooth mixture was poured into the greased metal top of the cook kit. Carefully slid onto the shelf of the
carefully leveled oven, no part of this cake was going to be lop-sided...
Anticipating the division into six equal pieces, I carefully washed and polished my knife as we did dishes and packed
up some of the grubber for overnight, anti-bear storage. Trip mates gathered around the now baking-oven ﬁre, clean
plates and forks at the ready...
“Looks and smells good and done to me,” enthused counselor Frew. Then he produced a smoothly whittled stick and
plunged it into the cake’s center. Out if came, perfectly clean! “It is done,” said Frew. “What a perfect gingerbread
cake!” Music to my ears – maybe I will score with my cabin mates. Surely it will taste as good as it smells?!
Excitedly, I grabbed the old fashioned, non-locking grippers and approached the reﬂector oven. “Bring it over to this
rock. It’s ﬂat and a good place to cut it up,” said one of my cabin mates, even though it was all the way around that
granite boulder.
Gripped tightly, the pan in hand, I was halfway around the boulder when I tripped lightly in the dark, my attention
riveted solely on the treasure in my hand. You know what happened … The pan ﬂew onto the boulder, bounced,
and pieces of gingerbread ﬂew in 360˚.
Stone silence. I froze in my tracks, anticipated the derision of my cabin mates ... Then from enthusiastic Frew came,
“Grab your forks, boys, and dig in. Don’t mind any dirt or twigs – this is the trail!”
With a whoop, we tossed the plates, grabbed our forks and began the hunt. Flashlights
helped in the darkness where gingerbread sank into same color background. Now cooled
and edible pieces were forked and inhaled. “Don’t move, “came a shout. “You almost
stepped on a big piece!” “Wow, this is so much fun – so different from home,” came
another voice.
Decorum was out the window. Who cared? We were six equal guys forking up
fragrant gingerbread on a dark night “alone” in the vast wilderness of northern Vilas
County...
Everyone seemed to have had enough as we gathered around the campﬁre’s glowing coals. “Best cake I ever tasted, indoors or out,” stated the seeming leader of our
cabin. “Darn right!” came from another. Chuckles still emanated as the experience
was rehashed and ﬁled away in memory banks.
Counselor Frew Brown had responded with humor and caring leadership to turn a
potential humiliating catastrophe into a fun, learning, group-binding event...

,
At the end of the session, at the Square Ceremony, Elmer Ott talked about how at Manito-wish we were encouraged
to try new things, to take a risk at something new, risk failure, process and learn from it, and try again or try something
else.
Hard for me to sleep that night after the power of the Square ceremony and Frew’s concluding words to our cabin
group about applying at home things we had learned at camp, especially to inﬂuence our peers in positive ways.

5
Three weeks at Camp for my second year, and I was a changed boy. I was accepted and valued by a new group …
I had a sound philosophy for life – a practice to apply wherever life took me and to stand up and say, “I’ll bake the
cake.”
No question, we learn most from our mistakes, and if they happen to occur within the embracing arms of a Camp
Manito-wish YMCA summer session, or a leadership group, we are pushed to get up and try again, no derision
allowed. What a lifetime mantra.
With great respect for the work all Manito-wish leaders do year after year …

The Canadian Wilderness
By Gina Jozef

You wake up and roll out of your sleeping bag
You put on your clothes and pack your things
You unzip the tent and step outside
You stretch as your body soaks up the warm sunlight
You breathe in the fresh air of the Canadian wilderness
You are free
You pack up the tent and prepare for breakfast
You boil water for oatmeal and hot chocolate
You gulp it down and the nourishing food fills you with energy
You secure all your belongings into your kayak
You set out on the waters of the Canadian wilderness
You are free
You dip your paddle into the calm water
You feel the cool spray as the droplets fall to your skin
You embrace the feeling of the breeze on your face
Your kayak makes ripples in your reflection as you gaze down at the water
You make your way along the northern passage of the Canadian wilderness
You are free
You travel all day and begin to tire
You notice the calm water has become frightening waves
You feel the breeze turn to a strong wind
You know the gentle spray of the lake has been replaced by a biting rain
You begin to fear the Canadian wilderness
But you are free
You begin to paddle faster and faster
You must reach your campsite before lightning strikes
You struggle to maneuver through the waves
You won’t let the raging sea dump you from your kayak
You must overcome the Canadian wilderness
You are free
You finally reach your campsite and pull your boat to shore
You set up a tarp canopy in the trees to create shelter
You light a fire under the canopy in the safety of the forest
You are free from any worries that you once had
You have nothing but yourself and the Canadian wilderness
You are free
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What’s Next at Camp Manito-wish YMCA??
It has been a busy summer at Camp Manito-wish YMCA. Along with the delivery of Summer Camp, Outpost and
Leadership Programs, we were thrilled to open the John F. Michler Heritage Center. We are grateful for the support of
alumni and friends who made this new facility possible for camp.
We won’t be slowing down this fall. There are a number of exciting projects that will get underway in the next few
months. All projects will be implemented with the work of the Master Site Planning Task Force’s recommendations in
mind. The Task Force studied the Manito-wish site in Boulder Junction and considered how we use the property. They
determined that there were three zones that must be maintained for the long-term use of the site: Program, Preservation and Support. Future projects will be considered as to how they fit within these zones.
There are four major projects which will get underway this fall:
• We are pleased to be able to move forward on plans for a new Barn. One of the most popular program
areas in Camp, the staff has dreamt of a new barn and related space that is more appropriate for teaching
and more reasonable for the overall care and feeding of the horses. We look forward to upgrading this
important tool for the Riding Program at Camp.
• We will be upgrading the landscaping work in the areas immediately surrounding the Boyce Administration
Building, Heritage Center, and Hamilton Lodge. Along with general beautification to the area, we will
improve the parking areas, add appropriate signage and ensure that the space is more inviting to visitors
throughout the year. We believe in the importance of creating a welcoming environment when participants
and guests arrive in the main area of camp. We will be working to make sure roadways are appropriately
placed and screened to minimize vehicle noise and traffic throughout camp.
• Funds have been donated to allow a variety of upgrades and enhancements to the Health Center. While
these renovations are not very glamorous (new septic tank, plumbing, bathrooms, electrical, new entry
steps), they are critical to the overall maintenance of this historic building. We want to protect the integrity
and character of the building while keeping it fully functioning in modern times.
• As many of you know, the Far South Washhouse has been in need of renovations for some time and we
are excited to announce that this work will get underway this fall.
Work on all these projects will begin this fall and should be wrapped up by the start of summer 2013. Our thanks to all
who have supported these projects with their donations and generous support.
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SAVE THE DATE!!!
Annual Dinner
November 9, 2012

Everyone associated with Camp Manito-wish YMCA is invited to join
other alumni and friends at the 2nd Annual Dinner gathering where we
will celebrate the good news of 2012.
This event will be held at the Women’s Club of Wisconsin (Milwaukee,
WI) on Friday, November 9, 2012. Social time will start at 6:00 p.m. with
dinner and program at 7:00 p.m.
More information will be available in October, but we hope you’ll save
the date to be with us to celebrate the successful collaborations of 2012.

95th Anniversary Celebration
August 2 – 3, 2013

We’re about to reach another milestone in Manito-wish history. We’ll
celebrate 95 consecutive years of offering programs at Camp Manito-wish
YMCA in 2013.
Mark your calenders now and start calling your camp friends to join you
in Boulder Junction August 2 – 3, 2013 for this big event. We had over 350
alums attend the 90th reunion. We hope to surpass that for the 95th.
We’ll share more details in the Spring Tripper newsletter (and earlier
on the website, www.manito-wish.org), but we wanted to get on your
calendars immediately!

(Photos are from the 90th Anniversary in 2008)

We hope to see you at one of these great events in the next year!
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What Does What You Do, Do?
By Jeff Pereles, Board President
As president of the board, I have had many opportunities to attend YMCA of the USA (Y-USA) functions
across the country. In May, I attended the Y-USA Association meeting in Chicago, IL with Executive Director Anne Derber. At one of the sessions, three Y-USA
Association CEOs led a discussion entitled “How Does
Your YMCA Live and Breathe Its Cause?” The CEO
from Louisville talked about the “Do Do” game, a team
building activity played by his staff. He asks his staff,
“What does what you do, do?” I began to reflect on this
statement and I wondered how the board, full-time and
seasonal staff, program participants, and alumni would
answer this question.

At this point, I asked the counselors from Idlewild Cabin
and the Sectional for Near South to raise their hands.
They did, and I proceeded to explain that because of
what they did, a reluctant-to-come-to-camp camper got
off the bus back home three weeks later and, when his
parents asked how he liked camp, he said he wanted to
go for six weeks the next year. I never went for six weeks
until I worked on staff, but you get the picture.
I then asked the counselors in Powerhouse and the Far
South Sectional to raise their hands. I said that as my
Powerhouse counselor we would be good friends for
over 30 years and six years after we shared time in Powerhouse, you would stand up in my wedding.

As I prepared for my board expectation talk with each
of the summer seasonal staff, I thought this would be
a great question to use. As in past presentations to the
staff, I first touched upon the history of Camp Manitowish YMCA and discussed the important dates and
events over the past 94 years.

I went on to discuss my experiences with my counselors in North and Voyageur cabins, the various sectionals, crafts and trips department staff, and the executive
director. Each time I asked them to raise their hands explaining that each year because of what they did, I was
a more confident, secure person who would never been
able to handle the trials and tribulations of growing up,
had the confidence to ask my wife out, or own a company. It was because of what they do (or did) that I was
able to set the goal of being on the board and becoming
board President – goals I was able to achieve. Eventually
as I talked about being on staff I had everyone raise their
hands because working on staff taught me organizational skills, how to collaborate and work through issues
that I still use today.

I followed up the history portion with a brief explanation of the board’s structure and purpose. Did you know
that the board comes from 9 different states: Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Iowa, Washington, Illinois, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Connecticut, and Vermont? The board meets
three times a year in November, April and summer, and
consists of 17 men and 12 women. We have three primary responsibilities: fiduciary, strategic, and generative
(looking beyond the current generation).
The next portion of my talk was to discuss the expectation of the board for this year’s staff. For this portion, I
incorporated what Camp had done for me and how it
related to the question “What does what you do, do?” I
went through each of my years of camp. As an example,
I talked about my reluctance to come to camp my first
year. I had previously gone to another overnight camp
up north for four weeks each summer starting when I
was nine. Each year I got more homesick and did not
want to go to camp anymore. My father was putting me
to bed one night and said that this upcoming summer I
was old enough to go to Camp Manito-wish YMCA just
like by brothers had done and my sister was doing. I
told my Dad I was done with camps. He insisted and
said that he was invoking the “Pereles rule.” He said
“Try it once and if you don’t like it you don’t have to do
it again.” I reluctantly agreed.

Finally, I reflected on the story of two different campers.
Each of the parents said that camp had “changed” their
child and that “this is the first time my child was him/
herself again.” This is what we have been doing for 94
years and continue to do. That is why choosing to work
at Camp Manito-wish YMCA was such an important decision because of what you are going to do. It is a great
responsibility that will be fun and the experience will
last a lifetime.
“What did Camp Manito-wish YMCA do for you? What
does what you do for Camp Manito-wish YMCA, do?
What has what you have done at Camp Manito-wish
YMCA, done?”
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THE CANUCKERS
By Ann (Perschbacher) Kloehn

The following are excerpts from a paper written for a school writing
assignment following Ann’s Canuck experience in 1951. Ann is the
ﬁrst to admit that while the adventure is based on facts, she may
have added a bit of extra drama to the telling of the story.
Every year Camp Manito-wish sends a trip into Canada and so far the
Canuckers, which the girls had been nicknamed, had come back safely
after a wonderful trip with experiences which they will live over again and
will cherish forever ...
Now the wind was becoming stronger and stronger; yet the canoe was
still on top of water. The sky was very dark and the clouds spelled danger.
Any moment it looked as if the heaven would give, the water would break,
and the canoe would be engulfed under the surging waves. The storm was
growing and growing in size; it might now be called mature. The waves were
pouring over the sides of the canoe, and much of the equipment was getting
wet. The Canuckers could just picture wet sleeping bags and damp food that
night; that is, if they ever reached the one and only island on the lake.
Every girl in that boat was exhausted from both mental and physical fatigue.
They thought that they could no longer face the battle; yet it might mean a
successful or a failing trip.
Both Ann and Sue thought to themselves that they could not stand to paddle
one more stroke. But as long as they had paddled as far as they had, why
couldn’t they keep on paddling harder over that last stretch to their destination? They didn’t want to be considered failures; yet, could they be successful in such a test of strength? Cooperation from every girl was needed to
battle this storm. Man’s power is sometimes whipped away by the wind,
and regardless of how strong man is, he is sometimes overpowered by the
ferocious wind. Could that happen to them?
All of a sudden Ann shouted, “Sue, I’ve got my second wind! Paddle on! We
can reach the island in no time if we just show the canoe we’re boss and
paddle hard.”
Sue felt much better for she knew if Ann had the energy to get to the island
she could do it, too. Her strokes became more powerful, and the boat was
making headway towards the destination. The Canuckers attitude triumphed
over the wind, and she knew that the island was within reach.

2012 Women’s
Expeditionary
Canuck
Canoe Trip

In June, when we said Happy Trails to the Canuck and
Expeditionary Canuck participants, we asked those on
Facebook to share their memories of Canuck adventures.
Below are some of the comments that were shared. Perhaps
they remind you of a wilderness trip at Camp Manito-wish.
Marley Mayer: 2011 Canuck! Best summer of my life! Wish you
all the best, I’m sooooo jealous!
Lindsay Browne: My grandmother led a Canuck in the 40’s
[Mary Jane “Jake” (Jacob) Browne], my dad went on one in
1980 [Len Browne], and I had the privilege to go four years ago
in 2008 with Katie Lindahl, Kelly Cremer, Lindsay Slautterback, Kelsey J. Roggensack, and Krystal Simmons.
Needless to say, I’ve missed Saskatchewan every day since.
Matthew Nienow: ’99 Canuck (participant); ’03 Staff Instructor’s
Course Expo Canuck (participant); ’07 Canuck (leader); ’08 Expo
Canuck (co-leader)—These experiences have helped to shape the
adult I’ve become and given me near endless ambition. I’m thrilled
one of my younger cousins, Susan Brown, is on a Canuck this
year. I’m jealous and excited that it keeps happening year after year.
I hope my sons will have a chance to do the same in about 13 years!
Kathy Ryder: Girls Canuck ’69 was only three weeks in the
Boundary Waters/Quetico, but we were proud and burley and it
was 3 weeks of bliss! Happy to say my kids Karl Welter and
Carrie Welter continued the tradition even further with many
more wonderful trips with Manito-wish.
Vicky Rose: Girls’ Canuck 1971 Armstrong Stations; saw only 9
people in 20 days, ate A LOT of fresh walleye and Northern pike,
met a very trail happy guy who was paddling from the St. Lawrence
to the Yukon … it was such a fun trip and it was the pinnacle of
ﬁnding favor with others, myself and God. I have a brother [John
Rose], sister [Polly Rose]and two sons [Oisin Murtagh &
Luke Rose] who have done some type of Canuck or Expo trip.
Manito-wish is ingrained in our family’s way to be.
Andrew Heitman: 1996. Six other great guys. Leadership skills
that can’t be taught were learned. I use them every day at work. We
didn’t have any of these fancy charter buses though…
Andrew Gifford: My grandfather, Tom Rausch, went in 1945.
As you know, WWII was currently being fought. However, when
they returned home, they were shocked to ﬁnd out that the war was
over! They were probably the last people in the world to ﬁnd out!
Peter Erdmann: My aunt led one of the ﬁrst Canucks and my
mother was one of her “campers”: Miriam “Mimi” and Naomi
Bennett.
Curt Hartig: Northern Saskatchewan summer of 1985. I remember a toilet on Brabant Lake with the best view in the world.

2012
Men’s Canuck
Canoe Trip

Heather Nelson: 1990 Canuck with Erin Wente, Heather
(James) Kranz, Susannah Michaels, Maura Dunphy and
Janice (Powles) Levy (leader). Amazing experience and helped
shaped the person I am today. I often miss the peace and quiet that
is the Northwoods, the Boundary Waters and Saskatchewan (minus
the black ﬂies).
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Alumni updAtes
Births

Baby Jack Conor Reinhart
Baby Lucy Elizabeth Doyle
Stephanie and Patrick Doyle, a daughter, Lucy
Elizabeth Doyle, on March 31, 2011. Camp
alum family members celebrating Lucy’s arrival
include Kait Doyle. The family resides in
Helena, MT.

Jackie and Jim Reinhart, a son, Jack Conor
Reinhart, on April 25, 2012. Camp alum family
members celebrating Jack’s arrival include
Mary, Katie, Tom, John, Kendall and Trevor
Reinhart, Barbara, Elizabeth and Nicholas
Franczyk, and Jimmy Zebell. Dad Jim writes,
“It’s hard to imagine subjecting him to mosquitos
in Saskatchewan right now, but he’ll get there.”
The family resides in Ross, CA.
Wendy and Matthew Bendle, a daughter, Sage
Perkins Bendle, on May 10, 2012. Camp alum
family members celebrating Sage’s arrival
include Mary and Tim Bendle, Kate, John,
Eloise, Charlie, and Lily Johnson. The family
resides in Ipswich, MA.

Baby Bridger David Rice
In the last Tripper issue, we inadvertently
misidentified Bridger David Rice (son of Kate &
Dan Rice). We apologize to the Rice family and
present Bridger to you again!

Weddings
Anne Kreps & Martin Weissman were married
on August 27, 2011. The couple resides in San
Francisco, CA.
Dana Johnson & Dane Connolly-Nelson were
married on September 4th, 2011 in Stoughton,
WI. Celebrating with Dane & Dana were alumni
family and friends Erica Curtin, McKenna Style,
and Sam Rossmeisl. The couple resides in
Madison, WI.

Baby Oliver Mark Burrall
Anna and Grant Burrall, a son, Oliver Mark
Burrall, on December 20, 2011. Camp alum
family members celebrating Oliver’s arrival
include Mark, Penny and Carey Burrall, Erich
and Isaiah Pitz, Jody, Connor, Patrick, Kathleen and Maureen Halloran. The family resides
in Whitefish Bay, WI.

Baby Mabel Mary Filipczak
Alison Spaude and Alan Filipczak, a daughter,
Mabel Mary Filipczak, on May 15, 2012. The
family resides in Washburn, WI.

Amanda Cantal & Tomas Amodio

Baby Grace Ruth Creagh
Brooke and Jay Creagh, a daughter, Grace
Ruth Creagh, on April 23, 2012. Big sister
Charlotte joins Camp alum family members
John, Gloria, and Ben Creagh, and Devon
and Christopher Vater. The family resides in
Minneapolis, MN.

Babies Grace Eleanor & Thomas Howard Amrein

Amanda Cantal & Tomas Amodio were married
on the Oregon Coast on September 10th, 2011.
Celebrating with Tomas & Amanda were alumni
family and friends Maria Amodio, Tim Bell,
Stewart Chumbley, Brooke Rodgers and Ian
Moulton. The couple resides in Portland, OR.

Mark Hiller & Marie Navratil were married
Sarah (Dietrich) and John Amrein, a daughter
on June 25, 2012. The couple resides in
and a son, Grace Eleanor and Thomas Howard Milwaukee, WI.
Amrein, on July 23, 2012. Camp alum family
members celebrating the twins’ arrival include
Dean, C. Ann, Mike, and Katie Dietrich. The
family resides in Lindenhurst, IL.
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Alumni updAtes
in MeMory of...

Camp Manito-wish extends its deepest sympathies
to the family and friends of all remembered here.
Due to limited space, only spouse and alumni family
names are listed.

Karen (Krieger) Brown, of Green Bay, WI,
passed away on January 13, 2006. Karen was a
camper in 1952.
Helen (Wallace) Wildermuth, of Clinton, WI,
died on November 30, 2009. Helen was on staff
from 1943 – 1946, 1951 and 1954. Helen is
preceded in death by her husband Berl.
David Stubbs, of Westcliffe, CO, passed away
on March 2, 2011. David was a camper in 1947,
and led a Canuck while on staff in 1949. He is
survived by his wife Anna, and siblings Joel and
Robert Stubbs. He is preceded in death by his
father The Reverend Robert Stubbs.
Albert Peterman, of Reno, NV, died on May 30,
2011. Albert was a camper in 1939-1940. He
is survived by his wife Nancy, sister Mary Jane
“Jibby” Harris, and nieces Christine, Mackenzie
and Cindy Harris.
Richard Byrne, of Mequon, WI, died on
November 19, 2011. Dr. Byrne was a long time
supporter of Camp. He is survived by his wife
Mary Ann (Mimi), children Bryan Byrne, Heather
Byrne, Gwynn & John Crow and grandchildren,
Michael, Thomas and Catherine Crow.
George K. Blakely, Jr., of Beloit, WI, died on
February 13, 2012. George was camper in
1928 and 1929. He is preceded in death by his
wife Catherine and survived by his son Robert
Blakely.

William Millar, of Sewickley, PA, died on June
20, 2012. Bill was a long time friend of Camp.
He is preceded in death by his wife Jean. He is
survived by his children Douglas Millar, Anne &
Chuck Wiebe, grandchildren Weston Millar, Kit
and Sarah Weibe, and many other extended
family members.
Frederick “Fritz” Forrer, of Boulder Junction,
WI, passed away on July 12, 2012. Fritz was
a long time friend of Camp. He is survived by
his wife, Nancy, children Scott Forrer and Shea
Carpenter, brother Richard Forrer, niece Patricia
Sload, newphew James Forrer and many other
extended family members. He was preceded in
death by his nephew, William Forrer.

neWsWorthy
Sharon (Smith) Iltis has announced the release
of her latest music CD titled “Everyday.” One
of the featured songs is “Old Nash Lodge of
Camp Manito-wish.” Sharon will be donating one
third of her sales of this CD to Manito-wish and
Boulder Junction area organizations. Learn more
about this CD at www.SharonIltisMusic.com. We
also congratulate Sharon for being a finalist in
the North by Northwoods Songwriting Competition hosted by Big Top Chautauqua.
Did you see the March 2012 issue of In Business: Greater Madison which highlighted
Gretchen Petterle Flueckiger as one of the “40
Under 40”? Those honored were chosen based
on leadership qualities, professional expertise
and community involvement. Congratulations,
Gretchen.

Richard Talarek, of St. Louis, MO, passed away
on March 27, 2012. Richard was a camper in
1953. He is survived by brothers Stan, Tom and
Bill Talarek.
Charles Dowsett, of Milwaukee, WI, passed
away on March 29, 2012. Charles was on staff
in 1941 and 1942. He is survived by his wife
Peggy, children William & Roberta “Bo” Dowsett,
Cara Dowsett, Pamela Podgorski, grandchildren
Margaret (Podgorski) Hamilton, Edmund Podgorski, and Will Dowsett, and great-granddaughter,
Adryanne Miller-Podgorski. He was preceded in
death by his granddaughter Mary Podgorski.
Gilbert Vazquez, of Milwaukee, WI, died on
May 31, 2012. Gilbert was a camper in 1997 and
1998. He is survived by his mother Laura Manriquez and siblings Anthony Olivera, Emmanuel
& Michael Vazquez.

Check out this 50.5” musky caught by Sandy
(Post) Goggin in November 2011. Sandy was
honored recently by Northern Highland Sports
for the 2011 Boulder Junction record musky.
That’s one amazing fish, Sandy!

Memorial Day Work Weekend brought together
generations of alums who helped Camp prepare
the facility for the summer. In addition, it brought
together generations who enjoy doing the Island
Swim challenge at Camp. What fun to have
Adele (Schuler) Douglass, celebrating the 60th
anniversary of her first Island Swim in 1952,
swimming with first-time Island swimmer, Jenna
Kent. Adele said, “As long as my body holds
out, I hope to continue doing the Island Swim.
The rumor that the island has been moved 250
yards farther into Boulder Lake is false, although
as I finished the last bit I wondered about that.
My appreciation to all the good folks who have
rowed for me over the years.”
Congratulations to Paul Ryan on accepting
the nomination to be the 2012 Republican vice
presidential candidate.
Kristin (Nelson) Gorrell wrote, “I was on vacation in Wyoming last week and went on a trail
ride through the Yellowstone Forest. A couple
from Chicago was also on the ride. Before we
mounted, the man (Jim Fine) mentioned that
he hadn’t ridden a horse since he was a camper
at.... Camp Manitowish! How’s that for a small
world? As he was riding behind me, he started
singing “I’m a Bum and a Fish.” We had a good
laugh and a great time reminiscing. Unfortunately
I failed to get his contact information before we
parted ways. If your office can help me locate
him, it would be much appreciated. I still have
copies of “The Astonisher” from the early 60’s
and I want to send him a copy of his cabin group
photo. He and I agreed that being Manitowish
campers made a huge impact on our lives and
the people that we’ve become.” Can anyone
help us find Jim Fine?? Contact the Camp
office if you know where we might find Jim.
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Brenda (Halvorsen) Koprowski shared this
photo of a surprise Manito-wish connection with
Val Nelson at the Lawrence University Delta
Gamma Founder’s Day event.
We recently heard from Kimberly Anne Davis.
She wrote, “So much of who I am and what I
believe is attributed to my time at Camp, and
my admission into Washington & Lee’s School
of Law is just another in a long list of things I
owe to the Manito-wish Experience … I will be
clerking with the Supreme Court of Wisconsin
this summer.”
And Ann (Puchner) Szekely checked in with
the following connection. “I have spent my entire
life telling people how awesome my experience
at Manito-wish is. Every chance I get, I explain
I hiked 100 miles on Isle Royale – something
most people wouldn’t even think to put on their
To Do list. It makes me proud … I am an English
teacher and found myself substitute teaching at
McFarland High School, just south of Madison.
A student walked into class with a blue water
bottle inscribed “Experience Manito-wish.” I
couldn’t believe how much fun I had talking with
her about her experience! I haven’t met many
Manito-wishers, but, WOW, is it fun when I do!”
John Ela has accepted a position with the Urban
Ecology Center at their new Menomonee Valley
branch as the Community Program Educator.
Camp Manito-wish and the Urban Ecology
Center have a great relationship that will only
be strengthened by the addition of another
Manito-wish alum joining the staff. Congratulations, John.
David Jenkins, former banker and life insurance
salesperson, has joined TB Productions, a video
production company headquartered in Cedarburg, Wisconsin. David is the company Sales
Manager.

You may remember we invited everyone to Camp Out in Your Own Backyard to
remember those participating in Camp Manito-wish summer programs. We are
pleased to share the photograph sent by Josh & Kolie Sheehan, whose campout
just happened to take place at Månafossen Falls in Southwest Norway.
“I attended the Girls session of camp in 1963
and 1964,” wrote Anne Leslie Saunders. “I’d
like to let you know about a book that I published
titled A Travel Guide to World War II Sites in Italy:
Museums, Monuments, and Cemeteries.” Anne
went on to share, “I will never forget the moment
in 1963 when the camp director announced that
the US Senate had passed major civil rights
legislation. Even though I was young, that made
an impact.” Learn more about the book at
www.TravelGuidePress.com.

Congratulations to Rolf Thompson on his new
position as the Executive Director of the National
Eagle Center in Wabasha, MN, a world-class
interpretive center whose focus is to inspire and
educate about conservation and environmental
stewardship.
We also send congratulations out to Pat Collins
on being inducted into the inaugural Hall of Fame
by the Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic Conference on August 4. Pat began women’s athletics
at University of Wisconsin-Platteville in 1966 and
served as the Pioneers’ first women’s athletic
director from 1972-1984.
Katie (Clements) Cohorst shared, “The best
summers of my life were on staff at Manito-wish
and my experiences as a camper were also lifechanging. I can’t wait until my 3-year-old Maggie
is old enough for Manito-wish. She will be fourth
generation camper and (hopefully) third generation staff from my family.”

left to right: Imy Schley, Patrick Schley,
Caroline Weh, Dan Schley, Sue Benn, Walt
Benn, Mimi Lang Mead (Not pictured: Bill
Weh & Ned Schley)

Another wonderful moment at Memorial Day
Work Weekend is the opportunity for alumni and
friends to share in traditions created over the 40plus years of this program. One tradition brings
together a special group of volunteers who arrive
early to ensure clean bathrooms for the rest of
the volunteer crew. Our thanks to these wonderful folks who give this extra bit of service to their
fellow volunteers

Robbie Russo was unable to return to the 2012
Memorial Day Work Weekend as he was busy
running in the South African “Comrades Ultra
Marathon,” a 89 km (approximately 55 mile) race.
We send good wishes to Tim Corcoran on his
retirement from 47 years of teaching. Thanks
for being a positive influence on all those future
leaders, Tim!
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We wish Hailey Thompson well as she hangs
up her paddle to report to the US Coast Guard
Academy. Hailey was a 2011 USA Canoe/Kayak
national champion.
Peter Gillan wrote, “I worked summers at
Manito-wish from about 1968-1976 … It was a
time of change and challenge for me personally,
as well as for Manito-wish as it was the time
the torch was passed from Elmer Ott to Bob
Telleen. I recently came across the Astonisher
calendars from that time … Looking through the
calendars I find that I still carry strong memories
and impressions of those summers and the
people who were a part of them.”

Another small world moment. Steve Robitshek,
who works for NOLS, wrote, “I happened to
have just finished a NOLS course and started
talking with a friend about what he was doing
tomorrow. He said he was making a food delivery to a camp tomorrow, but couldn’t really say
the name. I asked if it was Manito-wish and sure
enough it was.” Steve was able to join his friend
to deliver the food re-supply to the Women’s
Expeditionary Mariner Sea Kayaking trip, who
paddled for 45 days in the Inside Passage of
Alaska.

There was a mini-reunion of the 2010 Women’s
Western Backpacking trip this summer. Katie
Lindahl, Mallory Combs, Sarah Post, and
Bryn Sutherland were able to get together
for a 13-day backpacking trip in the Bitterroot
Mountains. Prior to hitting the trail, the group
was joined by Hannah Willstein for dinner.

Steve Armstrong and his family moved to
Shanghai, China this summer. Steve, who
works for Medtronic, hopes to paddle the scenic
Huang Pu River while there.

Manito-wish Online
www.manito-wish.org
And links to …

Facebook

(www.facebook.com)
“Camp Manito-wish YMCA” fan page

LinkedIn (www.linkedin.com)
“Camp Manito-wish YMCA” group

YouTube
The Wetfoot Blog
(www.thewetfoot.com)
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